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- SOVIET DIFFICULTIES IN EXPLAINING TO YOUTH THE NATURE 
OF FUTURE COMMUNIST SOCIETY 


Theories abound on the nature of future Soviet society, but the Soviet youth 
wants to know what it will look like in practice. The Kremlin finds itself hard 
pressed to supply a definite answer. 


The inquiry into the future began when the Chinese Communists claimed they 
were going to overtake the Soviet Union by herding the population into the "people's 
communes.’ The Kremlin did not approve of such a “leap from incomplete 
socialism to -Communism," 


The ensuing discussions, in which the Soviet youth participated with great 
interest, revealed many contradictions between theory and practice and a wide 
divergence of views among Soviet theoreticians. 


A view of the future that does not agree with the theories of many Soviet 
scholars is that of Stanislav Strumilin, a prominent economist. 


-Strumilin envisions life in communes consisting of uniform dwelling units 
centered on a communal production center. An average Soviet city will consist of 
15 communes of 2,000 to 2,500 people. 


Family life is for those who are "tied by bonds of love, '"' and couples are 
expected — "to recognize the stupidity of keeping an independent household, " 
Children will be brought up in creches and children's homes, 


Strumilin admits that 20 to 25 years will pass before the building of communes 
can be undertaken in the Soviet Union, 


Launched possibly to counter the Chinese people's communes, Strumilin's 
theory goes much further than the theories of the future held by the Chinese 
Communists. 
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No. 7, 1960/61 


SOVIET DIFFICULTIES IN EXPLAINING TO YOUTH THE NATURE 
OF FUTURE COMMUNIST SOCIETY 


What will the future Communist society look like in practice? This question 
is on the lips of Soviet youth everywhere, During the last year, more than one 
hundred pamphlets and books have been published on this theme, and agitators and 
propagandists lecturing on Communism have had to cope with a flood of questions 
from the audience, The over-all picture shows that the Soviet leaders are under 
a strain in attempting to meet urgent requests from the Soviet youth for a clear 
picture of future Communist society. 


The need to define the future Communist society inthe USSR arose after 
the creation of the "people's communes" in Red China, with which Peking proposed 
to jump from "incomplete socialism" to Communism, thus overtaking the Soviet 
Union, Such a leap would establish Chinese leadership in world Communism, 
Accordingly, the Kremlin immediately expressed its disapproval of the Chinese 
experiments, The high point of the Soviet condemnation came at the Twenty-First 
Party Congress early in 1959 when Chairman Nikita S. Khrushchev declared that 
no country engaged in the building of Communism could bypass the socialist stage. 


Having awakened to the need to compete. with the Chinese Communists, the 
Party leaders ordered the Academy of Sciences of the USSR to prepare theoretical 
materials on the Communist future of the Soviet Union, A conference of the 
Departments of Social Sciences of the Academy was held from June 23 to 26, 1958, 
in Moscow. "Theoretical Problems of the Building of Communism in the USSR" 
were discussed, The aims of the conference were to justify Khrushchev's 
pragmatic domestic policy and to prove that such a policy was developing the final 
form of Communism in the USSR. 


The need to give some kind of concrete picture of the Communist future and to 
co-ordinate it with present-day Party policy had various unfortunate consequences 
for the Soviet leaders. Soviet youths began to hold discussions which soon revealed 
the contradictions involved in bringing theory in harmony with practical ~~ policy. 

At the Fourth Plenary Session of the Komsomol Central Committee, the then 
First Secretary, V. Semichastny, stated: 


(more) 
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Lively arguments among youth take place at every step... at 
home, in dormitories, on the street. But they often take place without 
us, without the influence of our ideas. We must help those to win in 
the argument whose standpoint is correct (Komsomolskaya Pravda, 
February 26, 1959). 


The unwillingness of Soviet youths to accept at face value the twists and 
turns of Communist theoreticians and the insistent demands for a clearer picture 
of the future finally annoyed Khrushchev, At the June, 1959, Central Committee 
Plenary Session he said: 


You propose as of paramount importance the reading of a lecture 
on what man will be thinking one hundred years after the victory of 
Communism. It is, of course, an outstanding lecture, and don't 
think that I am against good lectures, but we can afford to wait fifty 
or eighty years for such reports and lectures (Pravda, July 2, 1959), 


The varying theories of specialists on the Communist future have not helped, 
either. Most theoreticians are carefully trying not to be too precise. Some 
favor Khrushchev by revising Marxism while others advance radical theoretical 
propositions, Of particular importance is the article ''The Workers! Way of 
Life and Communism," by the academician Stanislav G. Strumilin, a well-known 
Soviet statistician and economist. Recently published as a brochure, it was | 
printed in the magazine Novy Mir (New World, No. 7, 1960). It does not agree 
with the theoretical conclusions of many prominent younger scholars. 


Strumilin's postulates for the building of the new Communist society and 
his conclusions ag to its future development can be summarized as follows: 
marriage is based on love--the "dual egoism.'' By no means every family 
has the right to bring up its children-- only children educated by society itself 
can be worthy members of society. Accordingly, the family of the future will 
simply have the task of procreating children, After birth, children will be under 
the control of society. Regulations permitting, mothers will be able to visit 
their children in the children's homes. 


Strumilin envisions the future family as a 


couple--married or unmarried--inseparable as long as the bonds 
of love tie it together. And when such a family will recognize the 
stupidity of keeping an independent household for two persons only, 
then the family, as an economic cell, will merge with others and 
grow into a major economic collective. It will dissolve in the 
composition of the future living commune (op, cit., p. 209). 
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Strumilin insists that the future Soviet society will consist of living and 
producing communes, Each living commune will contain 2, 000 to 2,500 members; 
population may increase to 10, 000 only in the casd of a major production 

enterprise. The living communes will be located in specially built "architectural 
assemblies" consisting of three-story and four-story buildings, in the heart of 

which will be located the commune production center. An "assembly" will contain 

all cultural amenities--the communal kitchen, dining rooms, laundries, sewing shops, 
hairdressers, etc, The average Soviet city will consist of about 15 such communes, 
that is, have 30, 000 to 35, 000 population and occupy three square kilometers. 


Money wilil not exist in the communes; however, the commpne members 


eo» Will receive as an addition--for work=-- a fixed number of 
checks which can be used to obtain in the communal shops any comfor{s 
above the minimum, which all members of society are guaranteed in 

accordance with their daily needs (p. 217). 


A'centralized plan for the interaction of the communes" based on "democratic 
centralism" will prevent anarchy, according to Strumilin. There will be no reason 
for committing crime ina commune, There will be no need for civil trials since 
personal property will not exist. The police, courts, prisons,and the criminal 
codes will not be required, 


The writer compares the future communes with the communes of the pre-class 
primeval society and seriously argues that both have much in common, Is it too 
early to begin forming everyday communes? Yes, it is, Strumilin writes--within 
the framework of the present USSR. No less than three trillion rubles would be 
needed to build the *tcommunes. Within fifteen years the Soviet Union will be 

five times richer, and then one will have to wait another five to ten years before 
embarking on the creation of such communes, 


The author suggests experimental communes in the uninhabited regions of 
Siberia and the East: 


To date persons have been attracted there by the prospect of 
earning something extra, But this is by no means the best method of welding 
together cadres. It might possibly be much more advisable, in place of 
increased pay to create by way of trial somewhere on the Angara or 

Wenisei better conditions for collective work and life, constructing for that 
purpose the first model towns and communal homes (p, 214), 


According to one reviewer, Strumilin’s work has been well received by the public 
and the press. It is difficult to imagine that Party theoreticians and officials have 

not realized the Utopian nature of Strumilin's proposals. Evidently his theory 

has been launched for political reasons, possibly as a counter to the Chinese people's 
communes, Strumilin's theory with its orthodox Communist utopianism goes much 
further than the Chinese theories on the creation of people's communes. 


(more) 


. 
e 
3 
Dit 
= 


Strumilin's theory exemplifies the quandary in which the Soviet leaders 
find themselves in attempting to define the Communist society of the future, 
While insisting that youth possesses a Communist attitude toward work and while 
attempting to re-educate the population ~- to speed up the development of 
Communism, they are compelled to provide answers on how the Communist 
society will appear in the various stages of development aind in its’ final. , 
form, Meanwhile, the Kremlin is jostled by Peking, heckled by its own youth, 
and collared by the powerful new Soviet class striving to maintain the status quo, 
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